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TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJECT: MERCEDES ARMORED VEHICLE 

1 . AN AMBASSADOR AT A MIDDLE EASTERN POST HAS RELAYED TO 
DASS.WITH SKEPTICISM, A REPORT PROM A PROMINENT LOCAL 
CITIZEN THAT "...MERCEDES PLANT PUTS OUT ARMORED SEDAN, 
ARMOR IN WHICH WEIGHS ONLY 97 KILOS AND YET WILL ALMOST 
STOP ANYTHING UP TO CAL. 0.50." 

2. REQUEST RTC INITIATE INQUIRY WITH MERCEDES TO DETERMINE 
AVAILABILITY AND CHARACTERISTICS OF ARMORED VEHICLES 
MARKETED BY THEM. POSSIBILITY THAT ARMORING IS DONE ON A 
CUSTOM BASIS BY INDEPENDENT FIRMS SHOULD ALSO BE EXPLORED. 
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SUGGEST AID OF COMMERCIAL ATTACHES OR OTHER MISSION PER- 
SONNEL WITH APPROPRIATE CONTACTS BE ENLISTED AS MOST 
ARMORING FIRMS DO NOT READILY FURNISH INFORMATION OF THIS 
SORT. VANCE 
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